Christmas Greetings from James and Janice

Dear

We are once again writing this letter at the beginning of October as thankfully all our medical dramas are behind us.

Janice is managing without the drug that caused all the problems previously. She did have an emergency during our summer cruise when she had a kidney problem . Although a bit dramatic at the time its all settled now. James was discharged from the cataract clinic in late September. The sight in the (left) eye is still poor as a result of the detached retina. He still has regular visits for his contact lenses. Changing over to soft lenses proved more difficult than had been expected.
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The big event of the year was Ann’s marriage to Matt (Lamden) which was on 13th September. It was a lovely day all organised

by Ann and Matt. There even was some sunshine.

The picture shows the Steckerl family group.

Left to right are:

Roy, Phyl, Jill, Lorna, Alice, Carl, Janice, Adrian, Jade, William, Matt, Ann, Grace, James, Rachel and Elissa. There are more pictures on the steckerl website, www.steckerl.co.uk. 

They spent their honeymoon in Egypt while Janice and James house and Jade sat for them. They now have 6 chickens as well as 2 cats. At the time of writing two of the chickens are laying eggs.

Jade no longer goes to a child minder with Ann working reduced hours. Hewlett Packard have had more re-organisations. Ann now has a new team to manage. Matt works for Primark with responsibility for shop terminals in new stores. This has taken him around the country and to Ireland and Spain.

Carl and Lorna are settled in Swindon. Grace and William are settled in the same school and Alice has started at playgroup. Carl has had a successful year improving the relationship of English Provender Company with their major customers most prominently Marks and Spencers.

Our summer cruise took us back to the fenland waterways, this time getting to  most of the various tributaries and back waters of the Nene and Great Ouse. With all the rain some of the rivers were affected by high flows and we were held up in Oxford for 3 days.  To avoid the possibility of a problem we returned to Windsor early. During the summer we met up with our friend David at Hillmorton (near Rugby). We have made another change on board this year in anticipation of the implementation of digital television. We now have a satellite dish and a wall mounted flat screen TV. Next year the plan is to go together with David to the Lancaster Canal and possibly Liverpool. A new canal is being built there which will enable boats to get to the Mersey waterfront. If you want to know more you can find this at www.twojays.co.uk. 

We had a good time in Portugal last winter. The start being delayed as James had his cataract operation in late September and had to convalesce for 6 weeks. There seemed to be more rain than in previous winters but was still much warmer than in the UK. We had a 2nd floor apartment with a wood burning stove which was not ideal. Roy and Phyl came to stay in March. This was a tonic for them as they have both have had ailments.

This winter we have been able to go back to the 2-floor ‘cottage’ which suits us much better. We will be there from mid October to mid March with a 2 week break for Christmas in the UK.
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James and Janice’s address in Portugal is as before: c/o LMS, Apartado 215, Praia da Luz, 8601-928, Luz Lagos, Algarve, Portugal or in the UK: c/o 94, Pinkneys Road, MAIDENHEAD, Berkshire, SL6 5DN.

Our best wishes for the coming year,

lots of love,

Continues overleaf ….


