Christmas Greetings from James and Janice

Dear

As usual we are writing this in advance of our departure for Portugal. As we have enjoyed the warm sunshine today it’s hard to think that when you read this it will be December and some degrees colder than now.
We have had an enjoyable but busy year travelling around England covering some new ground and revisiting familiar places. You can read about our travels on the website www.twojays.co.uk. We now have taken up a permanent mooring in Mercia Marina. This is located on the Trent & Mersey Canal near the village of Willington which is between Derby and Burton on Trent. There is a convenient bus service which we have used to discover the local area and shopping etc. Willington has a railway station so a day trip to the Thames Valley is practical.

Whilst cruising during the summer we met Jill, our niece, in Boston. She came there by bus from Spalding. We had a lovely day which included visiting the Maud Foster Windmill. It’s a working mill and fortunately for us there was enough wind to make the sails go round making our visit even more memorable. We would always welcome meeting up during our summer cruise. We try and maintain a cruising plan on the website, look under ‘Year’ on the home page menubar. This will let you know where we are going and approximately when we will be there.

We have found alternative accommodation in Maidenhead for when we spend our time there. The accommodation is called Thieves Garden. Visitors are encouraged so let us know if you’d like to come and see us. We will be there at Christmas/New Year and most probably for 2 weeks in March.

In July we celebrated our ruby wedding anniversary. The family treated us to a picnic in Kensington Gardens, a performance of Peter Pan and a super meal in a Kensington restaurant. Somewhat exceptionally for this summer it was a lovely sunny day. Having been able to moor Two Jays in Mercia Marina we stayed at the (Best Western) Cromwell Hotel for a 3 night break in London. We realise that there were quite a few weddings around the same time so we pass on our best wishes to everyone else who has or soon will have made it with us.

James had an inflamed tooth in May which was sorted out by the emergency dental service in Preston. This was our only medical drama during the year for which we are most thankful.

Ann and Matt have been busy redesigning their garden including extending the chicken run to accommodate additions to their stock. Ann has volunteered to do a netball club at Jade’s school which is also where she (Ann) went. Jade is now in Year 6 and will soon be thinking about secondary schools.
Phyl and Roy came to stay with us in Portugal on two occasions during last winter. They are coming again this winter. One novelty this winter is that Jade will be spending October half term with us in Luz. She isn’t allowed to fly unaccompanied on Easyjet nor is an unaccompanied child allowed to enter Portugal so James will be doing a couple of round trips to collect and return her.

Carl and Lorna saw Alice start school just before her 5th birthday in September. She has now joined Grace and William and looks very grown up in her uniform. Grace has been on various trips with the Brownies and William is now in the Sea Scouts. They both have been playing tag rugby as well.  Carl has been making regular trips to Chester to oversee the progress of the factory there.
James and Janice’s address in Portugal is as before: c/o LMS, Apartado 215, Praia da Luz, 8601-928, Luz Lagos, Algarve, Portugal or in the UK: c/o 94, Pinkneys Road, MAIDENHEAD, Berkshire, SL6 5DN.

Our best wishes for the coming year,

lots of love,

Continues overleaf ….


